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their prize, the Berwick. The designs of the French are against Italy; a considerable body of men, stores, &c., were embarked in 140 transports, and, I believe, sailed with the fleet. They are supposed to have gone into some port to the westward of Genoa. The Grand Duke has ordered a fortnight's quarantine for ships from Corsica. This, as we receive almost everything from thence, will put us to much inconvenience. This day a soldier of the 6pth Kegiment is to be executed, in accordance with the sentence of a general court-martial; he committed a house robbery. The Viceroy, before ordering the trial, declared, I am told, that if he was sentenced he should be executed. The day the president brought the proceedings to General Trigge, the General sent to me that he was going with them to the Viceroy, and he desired that I might be in the way when he returned, as he should have some orders to give out. He returned in half-an-hour. It was hardly possible the Viceroy could have read the proceedings; he had, however, signed and approved the court-martial, and the General desired me to put it in orders. He said a day could not be fixed for the execution as the hangman was at Corte, but the Viceroy had sent for him. I remembered having been president of a general court-martial in General Stuart's time. Several prisoners had been tried; one was sentenced to death, the others to corporal punishment. When I carried the proceedings to the General he detained me nearly an hour whilst he read the court-martial, asking me questions as he went along. A few days afterwards he sent for me, and told me his determination respecting the different prisoners. From his conversation it was apparent that he had been reading and reflecting much upon the subject, and had made himself perfectly master of every part of it before he had arrived at his decision. It was then given in orders.
It is perhaps illiberal to impute motives to persons without at least very good foundation. That poor soldier, I dare say, deserved to be hanged; but I cannot help thinking that other motives than his deserts were the cause of his being hanged. The first was, that the theft was com-